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Answer ONE of the questions:

1. Discuss style and themes in Martin Luther King’s speech ”I Have a
Dream” (excerpt from the text attached).

2. Give an interpretation of William Faulkner’s short story “That Evening
Sun.”

3. Discuss the genre of the slave narrative based on the chapters you have
read from Frederick Douglass’ Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass, an American slave, Written by Himself.



27 MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

«] Have a Dream” (1963)

a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand, signed
as a great beacon

d in the flames of

Five score years ago, !
the Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came

i hope to millions of Negro slaves who had been seared e
l\:fgi}tiltc?i[;lg irP:justice. It came as a joyous daybreak to e.nd the long night of c?.ptll\{llty )
But one hundred years later, we must face the tragic k_"act Fhat the Negro s SE r:}:)
free. One hundred years later, the life of the Ne_grolls still sadly crippled 31( e
manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination. One hundred years at?:_,l
the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in tl"Lc rrfldst of a vast ocean of materi .
prosperity. One hundred years later, the Negro 1s still languished in the cornm: o
American society and finds himself an exile in his own land. So we have come here

today to dramatize an appalling condition.

[ Pl &

4 m not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and
q1ati0ns. Some of you have come fresh from narrow jail cells. Some of you have
¢ from areas where your quest for freedom left you battered by the storms of
ccution and staggered by the winds of police brutality. You have been the veterans
reative suffering. Continue to work with the faith that unearned suffering is
demptive.
* (o back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, go back to South Carolina, go back
" to Georgia, back to Louisiana, go back to the slums and ghettos of our northern cities,
knowing that somehow this situation can and will be changed. Let us not wallow in
the valley of despair.

I say to you today, my friends, that in spite of the difficulties and frustrations of the
rnoment I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning
ofits creed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident; that all men are created equal.”

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves
and the sons of former slaveowners will be able to sit down together at the table of
brotherhood.

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a desert state sweltering
with the heat of injustice and oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom
and justice.

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they
will be not judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day the state of Alabama, whose governor’s lips are
presently dripping with the words of interposition and nullification, will be
transformed into a situation where little black boys and black girls will be able to join
hands with little white boys and white girls and walk together as sisters and brothers.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain
shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will
be made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see
it together.

This is our hope. This is the faith with which I return to the South. With this faith
we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith
we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful
symphony of brotherhood. With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray
together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together,
knowing that we will be free one day.




