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Write an essay of AT LEAST 1500 words on one of the following three 
short stories1: 
 

1. George Orwell’s “Shooting an Elephant” 

2. D. H. Lawrence’s “Odour of Chrysanthemums”    

3. Katherine Mansfield’s “The Garden Party”      

 

You should choose the essay title yourself, and compose a focus and mode of argument for 

your essay; the focus and mode of argument should constitute the essay’s sub-title (see 

Unit 3 of the course textbook: How to Write Essays and Dissertations). 

 

Your essay should refer mainly to the primary source, but may also refer to secondary 

sources.  

 

The essay should be your own work and written mainly in your own words. It must not 

contain other people’s work without this being stated; the bibliography must contain all the 

literature that is used in writing the essay, and all the references must refer to the 

bibliography. 

 

Your essay should, amongst other things, pay particular attention to the following: 

I. Use of sources (primary and secondary), citation and bibliography (refer to Unit 13 

of the course textbook). 

II.  English grammar (refer to Unit 14 of the course textbook). 

III.  Voice and register (refer to Unit 10 of the course textbook).  

IV.  Your essay must be at least 1500 words. 

 

The short stories are available on Fronter as well as the Internet: 

George Orwell’s “Shooting an Elephant” 

http://wikilivres.info/wiki/Shooting_an_Elephant 

D. H. Lawrence’s “Odour of Chrysanthemums”    

http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/l/lawrence/dh/prussian/chapter12.html 

Katherine Mansfield’s “The Garden Party”      

http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/mansfield/garden/party.html 

 
                                                 
1 All three texts can be found in: Greenblatt, Stephen, et al. eds.  The Norton Anthology of English 
Literature.  8th ed.  Vol. 2.  Norton, 2006. 


