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1.  Both Rene Descartes and David Hume are critical of Aristotle’s theory of the 

four causes.  Explain Aristotle’s theory.  Explain Descartes’s rejection of the 
theory, especially as is found in Meditation VI.  Finally, explain Hume’s 
rejection of the theory. 
 

2. Is torture intrinsically (that is to say, inherently, by its very nature, regardless 
of anything else) wrong?  Carefully explain your answer in reference to the 
ethical theories of Mill and Kant. 
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