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Answer ONE of the questions:

1. “The play is less concerned with the celebration of successful women than
with questioning the kind of success that is shown.” Discuss Caryl Churchill’s
play Top Girls in light of this statement.

(Names of some of the characters: Lady Nijo, Isabella, Joan, Gret, Griselda,
Marlene, Angie, Joyce, Kit, Nell, Win, Win, Louise, Mrs Kidd, Jeanine)

2. Write an essay on Cormac McCarthy’s novel The Road where you discuss the
function and significance of the main characters and the setting.

3. Give an analysis of Jumpa Lahiri’s short story “Sexy.” (Excerpt of the text
attached.)



FHUMPA  LAHIfL) /’féexy y

tering something under his breath. His eyes opened wide at the sight of her.
“I need help with the zipper,” she said. She sat on the edge of the bed.

Rohin fastened the zipper to the top, and then Miranda stood up and
twirled. Rohin put down the almanac. “You're sexy,” he declared.

“What did you say?” 77

“You're sexy.”

Miranda sat down again. Though she knew it meant nothing, her heart
skipped a beat. Rohin probably referred to all women as sexy. He'd probably
heard the word on television, or seen it on the cover of a magazine. She
remembered the day in the Mapparium, standing across the bridge from Dev.
At the time she thought she knew what his words meant. At the time they'd
made sense.

Miranda folded her arms across her chest and looked Rohin in the eyes
“Tell me something.” .

He was silent.

“What does it mean?”

“What?”

“That word. ‘Sexy.’ What does it mean?”

He looked down, suddenly shy. “I can’t tell you.”

“Why not?”

M.?,m a secret.” He pressed his lips together, so hard that a bit of them went
white.

“Tell me the secret. I want to know.”

Rohin sat on the bed beside Miranda and began to kick the edge of the mat-
tress with the backs of his shoes. He giggled nervously, his thin body flinch-
ing as if it were being tickled.

“Tell me,” Miranda demanded. She 1 i i
holding Bt et i eaned over and gripped his ankles,

Rohin looked at her, his eyes like slits. He struggled to kick the mattress
again, but Miranda pressed against him. He fell back on the bed, his back
straight as a board. He cupped his hands around his mouth, and then he
whispered, “It means loving someone you don’t know.”

Miranda felt Rohin’s words under her skin, the same way she’d felt Dev’s.
But instead of going hot she felt numb. It reminded her of the way she’d felt
at the Indian grocery, the moment she knew, without even looking at a pic-

. ture, that Madhuri Dixit, whom Dev’s wife resembled, was beautiful.

. “That’s what my father did,” Rohin continued. “He sat next to someone he
didn’t know, someone sexy, and now he loves her instead of my mother.”

He took off his shoes and placed them side by side on the floor. Then he
peeled back the comforter and crawled into Miranda's bed with the almanac.
A minute later the book dropped from his hands, and he closed his eyes-
Miranda watched him sleep, the comforter rising and falling as he breathed.
He didn’t wake up after twelve minutes like Dev, or even twenty. He didn't
open his eyes as she stepped out of the silver cocktail dress and back into her
jeans, and put the high-heeled shoes in the back of the closet, and rolled up
the stockings and put them back in her drawer.

When she had put everything away she sat on the bed. She leaned towar d
him, close enough to see some white powder from the rice cakes stuck to the
corners of his mouth, and picked up the almanac. As she turned the _uunowmm
she imagined the quarrels Rohin had overheard in his house in Montreal. 1¢

she pretty?” his mother would have asked his father, wearing the same
bathrobe she’d worn for weeks, her own pretty face turning spiteful. “Is she
sexy?” His father would deny it at first, try to change the subject. “Tell me,”
Rohin’s mother would shriek, “tell me if she’s sexy.” In the end his father
would admit that she was, and his mother.would cry and cry, in a bed sur-
rounded by a tangle of clothes, her eyes puffing up like bullfrogs. “How could
you,” she’d ask, sobbing, “how could you love a woman you don’t even know?”

As Miranda imagined the scene she began to cry a little herself. In the
Mapparium that day, all the countries had seemed close enough to touch, and
Dev's voice had bounced wildly off the glass. From across the bridge, thirty
feet away, his words had reached her ears, so near and full of warmth that
they'd drifted for days under her skin. Miranda cried harder, unable to stop.
But Rohin still slept. She guessed that he was used to it now, to the sound of
a woman crying.

On Sunday, Dev called to tell Miranda he was on his way. “I'm almost ready.
I'll be there at two.”

She was watching a cooking show on television. A woman pointed to a row
of apples, explaining which were best for baking. “You shouldn’t come today.”

“Why not?”

“I have a cold,” she lied. It wasn't far from the truth; crying had left her con-
gested. “I've been in bed all morning.”

“You do sound stuffed up.” There was a pause. “Do you need anything?”

“I'm all set.”

“Drink lots of fluids.” =

“Dev?” @

“Yes, Miranda?”

“Do you remember that day we went to the Mapparium?”

“Of course.”

“Do you remember how we whispered to each other?”

“1 remember,” Dev whispered playfully.

“Do you remember what you said?”

There was a pause. “ ‘Let’s go back to your place.”” He laughed quietly.
“Next Sunday, then?”

The day before, as she’d cried, Miranda had believed she would never for-
get anything—not even the way her name looked written in Bengali. She'd
fallen asleep beside Rohin and when she woke up he was drawing an airplane
on the copy of The Economist she'd saved, hidden under the bed. “Who's
Devajit Mitra?” he had asked, looking at the address label. (

Miranda pictured Dey, in his sweatpants and sneakers, laughing into the *
phone. In a moment he'd join his wife downstairs, and tell her he wasn'’t going
jogging. He'd pulled a muscle while stretching, he'd say, settling down to read
the paper. In spite of herself, she longed for him. She would see him one more
Sunday, she decided, perhaps two. Then she would tell him the things she!
had known all along: that it wasn't fair to her, or to his wife, that they bothy
deserved better, that there was no point in it dragging on. ’

But the next Sunday it snowed, so much so that Dev couldn't tell his wife
he was going running along the Charles. The Sunday after that, the snow had
melted, but Miranda made plans to go to the movies with Laxmi, and when
she told Dev this over the phone, he didn'’t ask her to cancel them. The third



Sunday she got up early and went out for a walk. It was cold but sunny, and
so she walked all the way down Commonwealth Avenue, past the restaurants
where Dev had kissed her, and then she walked all the way to the Christian
Science center. The Mapparium was closed, but she bought a cup of coffee
nearby and sat on one of the benches in the plaza outside the church, gazing
at its giant pillars and its massive dome, and at the clear-blue sky spread over

the city.
1999
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Answer ONE of the questions:

1. Discuss what you consider to be the main theme(s) in Bernard Mac
Laverty’s novel Cal.

2. Give an interpretation of Sandra Cisnero’s short story “Woman Hollering
Creek.” (Excerpt of the text attached.)
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