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10%   1. Fill in the blanks. 

a. If two phonetically similar sounds are in _______________________, 

then they are allophones of the same phoneme. 

b. Using the symbols C (consonant) and V (vowel), the word knowledge 

can be represented as _________. 

c. The most common English vowel phoneme is known as __________. 

d. A child’s pronunciation of dark as [ɡʌk]  and top as [dɑp] are typical 

cases of consonant ____________. 

e. A phonemic __________ occurs when a distinction that was once 

allophonic becomes phonemic. 

f. The consonants [n] and [d] differ in terms of ________ of articulation. 

g. The initial syllables in demand and around are called _________ 

syllables. 

h. Standard Scottish English lacks the RP diphthongs /eɪ/ and /əʊ/, and 

replaces them with the monophthongs /__/ and /__/. 

 

15% 2. Provide a phonemic transcription of the following passage in RP or GA 

(specify which one). Remember to use weak forms for function words, 

and to mark utterance boundaries ( | ) and primary stress in multi-

syllabic content words ( ˈ ). 

In a universe which appears to be utterly devoid of humor, we enjoy 

one supreme luxury: the ability to laugh. And it is a luxury, for unlike 

any other bodily process, laughter doesn’t seem to serve a biologically 

useful purpose. Humor also helps us to maintain a correct sense of 

values. It’s the one quality which political fanatics appear to lack. If we 

can see the funny side, we never make the mistake of taking ourselves 

too seriously. 

 

10% 3. Explain carefully what happened in each of the following cases of 

assimilation. Make sure to show what features the affected phoneme had 

before and after, what changed, and why. 

a. pen pal   /pem pæl/  

b. credit card  /kɹedɪk kɑːɹd/  

c. bus shelter  /bʌʃ ʃeltәɹ/  
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12% 4. Draw the syllable structure diagrams for the words/phrases transcribed 

below (using the labels  for ‘syllable’, O ‘onset’, R ‘rhyme’, N ‘nucleus’, 

C ‘coda’, x ‘skeletal slot’), then briefly explain why the syllabifications 

preceded by  are disfavored. 

  a. centerfold         /sentәfәʊ ld/   /se.ntә.fәʊld/  

  b. fax it               /fæks ɪ t/    /fæks.ɪt /  

 

10% 5. State which syllables bear primary stress in the following words (ult, 

penult, or antepenult), and then explain the criteria according to which 

the primary stress can be predicted in each case. 

  a. Norwegian        /nɔːɹ.wi ː .ʤәn/  

  b. pretend        /pɹi . tend/  

  c. candidate     /kæn.dɪ .de ɪ t/  

 

8% 6. Draw metrical trees for each of the following (using the labels S and W). 

Primary and secondary stresses are given in the transcription. 

  a. all-inclusive    / ˌɔːl .  ɪn . ˈkluː.sɪv/ 

  b. very smart    / ˈve.ɹ i .  ˈsmɑːt /  

 

15% 7. Mark intonation phrase (IP) boundaries in the following dialogue using 

the symbol |. Then for each IP, underline the appropriate tonic syllable 

and suggest a suitable intonation for it (using arrows). Do not transcribe. 

 

A: Where is the vacuum cleaner, then?  

B: In the cupboard, dear. 

A: Which cupboard?   

B: The one upstairs. 

A: Don’t be silly! It can’t be. It must be in the downstairs one. 

B: Really? What makes you so sure? 

A: That old clock is in the upstairs cupboard. The one we bought at 

that auction sale, remember? 

B: The truth is, is that I’ve given it away to the Salvation Army, 

together with the old tea set, and a lot of other rubbish. 
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8% 8. Identify which accent each of the two narrow transcriptions represents: 

RP or GA. Then say, for each difference, whether it is systemic or 

realizational, and briefly explain why. 

  a. sphere  i. [sfɪә]   ii. [sfɪɹ]  

  b. madam  i. [mædəm]   ii. [mæɾəm]   

 

12% 9. Assume that you are teaching pronunciation. What explanation would 

you give to the following classroom situations that you might encounter? 

a. A student wonders about the <wh> sound she hears from some native 

English speakers on TV in words like which and where, which is 

different from the sound in witch and wear. 

b. Several students cannot distinguish pairs like vine–wine and veil–wail, 

and pronounce them all with a final [ʋ]. 

c. A student notes that to her the in– prefix sounds different in indirect or 

insufficient vs. incorrect or incomplete. 

d. A student says, “Sometimes I hear people say PERfect /ˈpɜːfekt / and 

at other times perFECT /pɜː ˈfekt /. Which one is correct?” 
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Phonemic Symbols 
 

 VOWELS             CONSONANTS 

/i ː /  tea, meet  /p/ pop, happy 

/ɪ/  sit, if  /b/ baby, robber 

/i/  city, mini  /t/  two, get 

/e/  bed, well  /d/ did, add 

/æ/ hat, man  /k/ key, rock 

/ɑː /  part, father  /ɡ/  good, dog 

/ɒ/  hot, stop        (RP only) /s/  sun, nice 

/ɔː /  four, port  /z/  zoo, these 

/ʊ/  book, put  /ʃ/  shoe, information 

/uː /  too, blue  /ʒ/  television, beige 

/ʌ/  cup, love  /ʧ/  chips, watch 

/ə/  about, chicken  /ʤ/  joke, bridge 

/ɜ ː /  word, girl  /θ/  think, mouth 

/eɪ/  day, wait  /ð/ other, that 

/aɪ/  fine, height  /f/  phone, leaf 

/ɔɪ/  boy, oil  /v/ very, leave 

/aʊ/  house, now  /h/ how, who 

/əʊ/  go, coat         (RP only) /m/ me, summer 

/oʊ/  go, coat          /n/ nine, know 

/ʊə/  poor, tour      (RP only) /ŋ/  sing, think 

/eə/  bear, there     (RP only) /l/  light, fall 

/ɪə/  beard, here    (RP only) /ɹ/  right, mirror 

   /w/ wet, one 

   /j/  yes, million 

 


